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Grants Assist Historically Black Colleges and Universities
to Repair Historic Buildings
September 18, 2009

Interior Recovery Funds Will Help Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Repair Historic Buildings

Washington, D.C. -- Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announced today
that 20 Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) will be the
beneficiaries of $14.25 million for historic preservation grants aimed at
providing assistance in the repair of historic buildings on their campuses.
In a press conference at Howard University with university president Dr.
Sidney A. Ribeau, Salazar noted that the Department made these funds available
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) for projects that
will repair and preserve campus buildings listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.
“The recovery funds not only will restore historic buildings on these
campuses but also will provide a boost to individuals and companies performing
the repairs, college communities and related local economies,” Secretary of the
Interior Ken Salazar said today.
The National Park Service invited all HBCUs to submit grant applications
for grants to repair and preserve historic buildings on their campuses. The
buildings selected for this apportionment of grant funds were assessed as being
the most architecturally and historically significant buildings on these HBCU
campuses, and as needing essential repairs to preserve them and make them
useable.
These much needed repairs will address issues such as termite and wood rot
damage, leaking roofs and water damage, asbestos and lead paint removal,
masonry work, electrical rewiring, heating, air conditioning and ventilation
systems and achieving accessibility for disabled persons.

